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Date:  November 25, 2012 
Title:  “We Have Such a High Priest” 
Text:  Heb. 8:1-13 
Theme: Everything points to Jesus Christ as the fullest and final great high priest who, on 

the basis of a New Covenant, mediates before the Father in behalf of His people. 
 
Introduction:  
Depending on one’s theological presuppositions, we have varying perspectives as to when and 
to whom the New Covenant is enacted.  Yet this one thing is true: God is putting things right.   
 
Charles Colson, in his book, Loving God, tells the story of Telemachus, a fourth-century 
Christian. 
 
He lived in a remote village tending his garden and spending much of his time in prayer. One 
day he thought that he heard the voice of God telling him to go to Rome. So he set off on foot. 
 
Weary weeks later, he arrived in the city at the time of a great festival. The little man followed 
the crowd surging down the streets into the Coliseum. He saw the gladiators stand before the 
emperor and say, “We who are about to die salute you.” Then he realized these men were 
going to fight to the death for, the entertainment of the crowd. He cried out, “In the name of 
Christ, stop.” 
 
As the games began, he pushed his way through the crowd, climbed over the wall, and 
dropped to the floor of the arena. When the crowd saw this tiny frame of a man rushing to the 
gladiators and saying, “In the name of Christ, stop,” they thought it was part of the show and 
began laughing.   However, when they realized it wasn’t, the laughter turned to anger. As he 
was pleading with the gladiators to stop one of them drove a sword into his body. He fell to 
the sand and as he lay dying his last words were, “In the name of Christ, stop.” 
 
Then a strange thing happened. The gladiators stood looking at the tiny figure lying dead on 
the sand. A hush fell over the Coliseum. Way up in the upper rows, a man stood and made his 
way to the exit. Others began to follow. In dead silence, everyone left the Coliseum. 
 
The year was January 1, 404BC, and that was the last battle to the death between gladiators in 
the Roman Coliseum. Never again in that great stadium did men kill each other for the 
entertainment of the crowd. Why? Because of one tiny voice that could hardly be heard above 
the noise of a blood thirsty crowd. One voice — one life — that spoke the truth in God's name. 
 
Telemachus’ action brought in a new era, just as another person’s action on a cross at Calvary 
did 2000 years ago. Jesus’ death and resurrection delivered mankind from the penalty and 
power of sin inaugurating a new covenant, a better covenant based on better promises. 
However, it is a covenant that can only be accessed by faith. 
 
Hebrews 8:1 begins with “the main point.”  Everything in the Book of Hebrews is driving us to 
this point. 
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The word kefalaion, which we translate sum, signifies the chief, the principal, or head; or, as St. 
Chrysostom explains it, kefalaion aei to megiston legetai, "that which is greatest is always called 
kephalaion," i.e. the head, or chief.1 

 
Leonard S. Walmark writes that... 

The theological epicenter of the Epistle to the Hebrews may be summed up in one word: 

Christology. No biblical document outside of the four Gospels focuses as totally and forcefully on the 
Person and redemptive achievement of Jesus...For purposes of analysis the epistle may be divided into 
two major sections. In Hebrews 1:1-10:18, the primary theme is the superiority of Christ as eternal High 
Priest. He is declared ultimately superior to the most cherished institutions of the ancient Hebrew faith. 
He is superior to the word of God spoken through the prophets since He Himself is God's ultimate 
redemptive Word. He is superior to the angelic hosts because no angel can boast of being the Son of 
God, fully Divine (Heb 1:4-14), and yet fully Human (Heb 2:5-18). These two factors qualify Him 
uniquely to be the faithful and perpetual sin-bearer of His people. On the basis of that same uniqueness 
of being, He is as superior to Moses the great lawgiver of Israel (Heb 3:1-6), as Creator is to the created. 
The spiritual rest from dead works offered by Jesus is superior to that temporal one represented in 
Moses and Joshua through the occupation of the promised land (Heb 4:1-11; esp. Heb 4:9-10). Beginning 
with Hebrews 5:1 the central theological concern of the epistle emerges: the eternal spiritual priesthood 
assumed by Jesus through offering up Himself as the once-for-all sacrifice for sins. It is infinitely 
superior to the temporal earthly ministry exercised by Aaron and his descendants (Heb 4:14-5:11; 7:1-
10:18). (Hebrews Theology)2 

 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

 

The Epistle to the Hebrews 

Consider Jesus Our Great High Priest 

INSTRUCTION 

Hebrews 1-10:18 
EXHORTATION 

Hebrews 10:19-13 

Superior Person 

of Christ 

Hebrews 1:1-4:13 

Superior Priest  

in Christ 

Hebrews 4:14-10:18 

Superior Life 

In Christ 

Hebrews 10:19-13 

BETTER THAN 

PERSON 

Hebrews 1:1-4:13 

BETTER 

PRIESTHOOD 

Heb 4:14-7:28 

BETTER 

COVENANT 

Heb 8:1-13 

BETTER 

SACRIFICE 

Heb 9:1-10:18 

BETTER 

LIFE 

MAJESTY 

OF  

CHRIST 

MINISTRY 

OF 

CHRIST 

MINISTERS 

FOR 

CHRIST 

DOCTRINE DUTY 

DATE WRITTEN: 

ca. 64-68AD 
 

 
Notice the larger context in which we find chapter 8.  The larger idea of Jesus Christ as the 
superior High Priest runs from Hebrews 4:14-10:18.  This larger section can be divided into 
three connected pieces.  Hebrews 4:14-7:28 speaks to Jesus as a better priesthood.  Hebrews 
8:1-13 addresses Jesus as the establisher of a better covenant.  Finally, Hebrews 9:1-10:18 shows 
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how Jesus is the better sacrifice.  This study will focus on Jesus as the establisher of a better 
covenant. 
 
1.  Up to this point, the focus of "The Epistle to the Hebrews" has been on Christ 

   a. His superiority to prophets, angels, Moses 
   b. The superiority of His priesthood to the Levitical priesthood 

 
2.  With the transition in He 8:1-6, the focus shifts to the New Covenant 

   a. A new covenant in which Jesus has already been described as: 
      1) The "surety" (guarantor) - He 7:22 
      2) The "Mediator" (one who intervenes) – Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 12:24 

   b. In both passages, this covenant was described as a "better" covenant 
 

Since we are talking about the New Covenant, it would serve us well to understand what the Bible means 
by the term “covenant.” A covenant is an agreement; usually it is between two parties. In the ancient 
Near East, it was a kind of treaty by means of which rulers entered into a covenant relationship with their 
subjects. There are certain similarities in style between these secular covenants and the biblical covenants, 
but the content is surely different. Some covenants were bilateral in that there were obligations and 
commitments for both sides. We see such a covenant between Abraham and Abimelech in Genesis 21:27, 
32. Marriage is described as a bilateral covenant in Malachi 2:14. Both husband and wife make covenant 
promises which they are obligated to keep.  
 
The Mosaic Covenant was a bilateral, conditional, covenant: 
 
“And now, if you will diligently listen to me and keep my covenant, then you will be my special 
possession out of all the nations, for all the earth is mine” (Exodus 19:5). 
 
God promised blessings when His people kept His covenant (Deuteronomy 28:1-14) and cursing when 
they disregarded it (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). 
 
We also find a different kind of covenant in the Bible. It is a covenant in which God binds Himself to do 
certain things, but not conditioned upon the actions of others. In the case of the Abrahamic Covenant, 
God promised to make a great nation of Abram, and to bless his seed greatly, and thus he and his 
offspring would become a blessing to others. This was an unconditional covenant, and in addition, it was 
a covenant that was confirmed by God’s oath. Thus, it was an unchangeable covenant. In this sense, the 
Abrahamic Covenant and the New Covenant consisted of promises. This is exactly what the author of 
Hebrews tells us: 
 
But now Jesus has obtained a superior ministry, since the covenant that he mediates is also better and is 
enacted on better promises (Hebrews 8:6). 
 
The New Covenant is a series of promises that God made to Israel and Judah, promises which are 
unchangeable and irreversible, since they are sealed by God’s oath. These promises make the New 
Covenant vastly superior to the Old Covenant, so much so that the New Covenant replaces the Old, 
making it obsolete.3 
 

3.  Better than what?  Better in what way?  In Hebrews 8, we learn the answer 
   a. Better than the "first covenant" - cf. He 8:7 
   b. Better because of the "promises" contained in it - cf. He 8:6 

 
Let's begin by noticing this new covenant is better for 3 reasons.  
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Outline: 
 
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of a new covenant.  “Jeremiah’s prophecy (about 600 B.C.) 
started the countdown to the time when the old covenant would disappear.”4  This new 
covenant presupposes something preceding and thus “old” (Jer. 31:31).  Jesus references this 
new covenant when celebrating the Passover with His disciples in the upper room in 
preparation for His own death (Luke 22:20).  He identifies His work as the establishing of this 
new covenant.  Paul speaks to this event in 1 Corinthians 11:25.  Paul also describes himself 
and others as servants of a new covenant (2 Cor. 3:6).  The Book of Hebrews openly references 
the disappearing of the first covenant and the cutting of a new covenant (Heb. 8:8, 13; 9:15; 
12:24). 
 
I believe we must accept the inauguration of the New Covenant with the church.  I cannot 
believe anyone sitting under the language of our Lord Jesus would imagine they were not the 
recipients of this fulfillment seeing they were Jewish and thus the nation receiving the 
fulfillment.  I believe as a whole we have a skewed view of the early church.  We take what we 
experience in the 21st century and transpose it unto the 1st century church.  Although Acts 2 
speaks of a numerical explosion on the Day of Pentecost, I believe for the most part local 
churches were made up of relatively small groups of perhaps 10-20 people meeting in homes 
that were predominately Jewish or Gentile who were strongly sympathetic to Jewish culture.   
Thus, I believe the early church saw itself as the recipients of God’s promises uttered to the 
nation of Israel.  The early church did not see itself differently or separated from the nation of 
Israel.  I am not saying what we call the church became spiritual or ethnic Israel.  I do not 
believe that is the issue.  The issue is what those early believers understood Jesus to mean and 
what is meant by the author of Hebrews.  Although there is an immediate fulfillment of the 
New Covenant in time, I also believe we must accept a future and fuller expression of the New 
Covenant.  I often refer to an “already – not yet” aspect of biblical promises.  This is also 
referred to as an inaugurated eschatology.5  The idea behind such thinking is the future is now.  
There is a tendency to throw everything we know about our Christian faith into the unrealized 
future, but there is an invasion and penetration of the future into our present.  Our faith not 
only sustains us in the future, but is the substance of our lives today.  Here in Hebrews the 
author seeks to show why we must not stay in or return to the first covenant, but must look to 
Jesus as the fullest and final mediator of a better covenant.  There are three reasons as to why 
this New Covenant is necessary and thus better. 
 

I. This New Covenant  is necessary and thus better because of a superior High Priest 
(v. 1) 

 
Having shown the superiority of Christ the writer then says if Christ is superior so must the 
covenant be, because they are obviously intrinsically or vitally linked. There are four things to 
note here 
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A. A divine high priest (1:3) 
 
The language used here in 8:1 is the same language used in Hebrews 1:3.  Jesus Christ is 
“appointed heir of all things, through whom also [the Father] made the world.  And [Jesus] is 
the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of [the Father’s] nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of [the Son’s] power. When [Jesus] had made purification of sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, [and as Son has] become as much better than 
the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.”  The Scripture testifies to the 
preeminent status of the Son by His position at the Father’s right hand. 
 

Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. (Acts 2:33) 
 
He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, 
and forgiveness of sins. (Acts 5:31) 
 
55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God;  56 and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God." (Acts 7:55, 56) 
 
who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the 
right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  (Rom. 8:34) 
 
which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places, (Eph. 1:20) 
 
Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. (Col. 3:1) 
 
And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by 
the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, (Heb. 1:3) 
 
Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, (Heb. 8:1) 
 
but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 
(Heb. 10:12) 
 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb. 12:2) 
 
who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had 
been subjected to Him. (1 Pet. 3:22) 
 
And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to 
be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, (Rev. 13:16) 

 
It is this great high priest who offers a sacrifice in Himself that is both completely perfect and 
perfectly complete. 
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B. A perfect and completed sacrifice (v. 1) 
 

The main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, (Heb. 8:1) 

 
This is what the apostle states to be the chief or most important point of all that he had yet discussed.  His 
sitting down at the right hand of the throne of God, proves, 1. That he is higher than all the high priests 
that ever existed.  2. That the sacrifice which he offered for the sins of the world was sufficient and 
effectual, and as such accepted by God.  3. That he has all power in the heavens and in the earth, and is 
able to save and defend to the uttermost all that come to God through him.  4. That he did not, like the 
Jewish high priest, depart out of the holy of holies, after having offered the atonement; but abides there at 
the throne of God, as a continual priest, in the permanent act of offering his crucified body unto God, in 
behalf of all the succeeding generations of mankind.  It is no wonder the apostle should call this sitting 
down at the right hand of the throne of the Divine Majesty, the chief or head of all that he had before 
spoken.6 

 
The High priest never sat down in the tabernacle, and never sat on a throne. Only a priest after 
the order of Melchizedek could be enthroned, because Melchizedek was both king and priest. 
 

II. This New Covenant  is necessary and thus better because of a superior place (vv. 2-
5) 

 
2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man. 3 For every high 
priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so it is necessary that this high priest also have 
something to offer. 4 Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who 
offer the gifts according to the Law; 5 who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses 
was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, "SEE," He says, "THAT YOU MAKE 
all things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN."   
(Heb. 8:2-5) 

 
Verses 2-5 contrast the old agreement/economy with the new agreement/economy.  Verse 5 
uses three words to describe the role of the past structure; copy, shadow, and pattern.  The 
Greek word for pattern is Tupos where we derive our English word type. The writer is saying 
that the priests were serving in a sanctuary that was a copy or an example of the real thing.  
 

The word here rendered example upodeigma means a copy, likeness, or imitation. The tabernacle was 
made after a pattern which was shown to Moses; it was made so as to have some faint resemblance to the 
reality in heaven, and in that "copy," or "example," they were appointed to officiate. Their service, 
therefore, had some resemblance to that in heaven. And shadow. That is, in the tabernacle where they 
served there was a mere shadow of that which was real and substantial. Compared with what is in 
heaven, it was what the shadow is compared with the substance. A shadow--as of a man, a house, a tree--
will indicate the form, the outline, the size of the object; but it has no substance or reality. So it was with 
the rites of the Jewish religion. They were designed merely as a shadow of the substantial realities of the 
true religion, or to present the dim outlines of what is true and real in heaven. Compare See Barnes for 
Col 2:17.  See Barnes for Heb 10:1. The word shadow here skia is used in distinction from the body or 
reality swma--(Compare Col 2:17).7 

 
The sanctuary in Jerusalem was a copy of the heavenly sanctuary. God’s directive to Moses to, 
“see that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain” was very 
important.  
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According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its 
furniture, just so you shall construct it. (Exod. 25:9) 
 
See that you make them after the pattern for them, which was shown to you on the mountain. (Exod. 
25:40) 
 
Now this was the workmanship of the lamp stand, hammered work of gold; from its base to its flowers it 
was hammered work; according to the pattern which the LORD had showed Moses, so he made the 
lamp stand. (Num. 8:4) 

 
The importance of the shadow is that every detail pointed to some future reality of Jesus 
Christ’s redemptive work on Calvary, or some divine characteristic.  Friends, this is too 
incredible to be made up.  Why do we think the detail of the tabernacle has significance yet the 
details of your life do not?   
 

A. The role was fulfilled ([Heb. 7:27] “An offering was made”) 
 

Wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer. That the Lord Jesus should make 
an offering. That is, since he is declared to be a priest, and since it is; essential to the office that a priest 
should make an offering, it is indispensable that he should bring a sacrifice to God. He could not be a 
priest, on the acknowledged principles on which that office is held, unless he did it. What the offering 
was which the Lord Jesus made the apostle specifies more fully in Heb 9:11-14 Heb 9:25, 26.8 

 
B. He became the sacrifice ([Heb. 7:27] “He offered up Himself”) 

 
There is something wonderfully frightening in this text that we must not miss.  Something is 
happening here that transcends the world of sight.  When our Lord cried out, “My God, My 
God why are you forsaking me,” something mysterious was transpiring.  In that dark moment 
the Father placed on His Son the sins of the world (2 Cor. 5:21).   
 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him. (2 Cor. 5:21) 
 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is written, 
"CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE" -- 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
(Gal. 3:13, 14) 
 
All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused 

the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. (Isa. 53:6) 
 
24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but 
now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. (1 Pet. 2:24, 25) 

 

In that moment the “holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the 
heavens” (7:26), received the bruising/crushing of the Father (Isa. 53:10) by receiving the sins 
of the world.  Can we not be moved by such thought? 
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When Jesus Christ died on Calvary’s cross He was functioning as the great high priest for the 
sins of His people and He was the sacrificial lamb brought into the Holy of Holies on the Great 
Day of Atonement.  Yet it goes beyond this.  When He offered up Himself it was on a heavenly 
altar where “in wrath, the Father remembered mercy.”  In the moment of His death the justice 
of God was satisfied and His wrath, generated by a broken Law against transgressors, was 
stopped.  Jesus Christ became the wall of separation keeping from us the wrath of God by 
receiving such wrath Himself. 
 

III. This New Covenant  is necessary and thus better because of superior Promises (vv. 
6-13)  

 
A. The need (vv. 6-8) 

 
6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better 
covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion sought for a second. 8 For finding fault with them, (Heb. 8:6-8) 

 
Our author establishes the inability of the first by noting two things: the flawed covenant and 
covenant keepers.  The first covenant was faulty.  The first covenant was faulty in as much as it 
is shadow.  It pointed to but did not provide for.  This same word is used to describe 
Zecharias and Elizabeth in Luke 1:6.  It is also used to describe believers (Phil. 2:15). Paul 
describes his Law obedience as faultless (Phil. 3:6).  The promise believers have is of one day 
standing before God faultless (1 Thess. 3:13).  The fifth time this word is used is here in 
Hebrews 8:7.  The word used to describe the fault of those who could not keep it is 
memphomai.  It is used only three times in the NT.  It is used of the religious establishment 
finding fault with the disciples eating with unwashed hands (Mark 7:2).  It is used in Paul’s 
rhetorical section of people accusing God (Rom. 9:19). 
 

This is nearly the same argument with that in Heb 7:11.  The simple meaning is: If the first covenant had 
made a provision for and actually conferred pardon and purity, and given a title to eternal life, then there 
could have been no need for a second; but the first covenant did not give these things, therefore a second 
was necessary; and the covenant that gives these things is the Christian covenant.9 
 
It is here implied that God had said that that covenant was not perfect or faultless. The meaning is not 
that that first covenant made under [Moses] had any real faults, or inculcated that which was wrong, but 
that it did not contain the ample provision for the pardon of sin and the salvation of the soul which was 
desirable. It was merely preparatory to the gospel.10 

 
Remember the flawed nature of the Law is intrinsic as something created.  It cannot perfect 
anyone since this is not its design (7:11).  In perfecting, it is weak and useless (7:18). 
 
And because of the Adam within, we seek to throw off the oversight of the Law.  We are 
intrinsically flawed.  In contrast to this, BUT NOW (v. 6). 
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B. The Promise (vv. 8) 
 
He says, "BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW 
COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; 9 NOT 
LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I 
TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY 
DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE 
LORD.  
 
The covenant/promise God is about to make is significantly different than the one previously 
cut.  The previous covenant required conformity/obedience.  It was a conditional covenant.  
The covenant He will now enact is unconditional. 
 

The promises in the first covenant pertained mainly to the present life. They were promises of length of 
days; of increase of numbers; of seed-time and harvest; of national privileges; and of extraordinary peace, 
abundance, and prosperity. That there was also the promise of eternal life it would be wrong to doubt; 
but this was not the main thing. In the New Covenant, however, the promise of spiritual blessings 
becomes the principal thing. The mind is directed to heaven; the heart is cheered with the hopes of 
immortal life; the favor of God and the anticipation of heaven are secured in the most ample and solemn 
manner.11 

 
The old covenant was only effective on the prerequisite of obedience to the law. The New 
Covenant is effective on the basis of God’s grace, it does not depend on man’s faithfulness to 
God, but on God’s faithfulness to man.  Let us note what the consequences of this 
unconditional covenant are.  Note the “I wills” in these final verses.  
 

C. The consequences  
 
10 "FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL 
AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND 
I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY 
SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 11 AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW 
CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,' FOR ALL WILL 
KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM. 12 FOR I WILL BE 
MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE."  
 

1. Transformed minds and hearts (v. 10a) 
2. Established citizenship (v. 10b) 
3. Pervasive knowledge (v. 11) 
4. Forgiven sins (v. 12) 

 
He begins verse 12 with a word of causation (for/hoti).  The reason why the previous three 
consequences happen is because Jesus the Messiah functions as our great high priest and has 
offered Himself for our sins.  Jesus Christ will do for us what we could never do for ourselves.  
Only Jesus causes real change. 
 
Notice how this chapter ends. 
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When He said, "A New Covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete 
and growing old is ready to disappear. (Heb. 8:13) 

 
Friends, I have stood before you for the last ten years telling you there is a better covenant 
based on better promises.  Sad to say there are some Christians who believe they are saved by 
grace, but live their lives according the Old Testament law — the old covenant. Warren 
Wiersbe states,”They want the New Covenant for salvation and the old covenant for 
sanctification.” 
 
You and I “in Christ” have been transformed.  We have moved from the kingdom of darkness 
into the kingdom of His dear Son.  We now KNOW God.  This is not the boast of the arrogant 
or idle, but of one in whom the Spirit of God lives and who testifies with my spirit that I am 
His child and compels me to cry out, “Abba, Father.”  This is not something I secured through 
self-help or personal achievement.  This boast, this rest, this assurance is the consequence of 
Jesus the Messiah offering Himself up as a sacrifice for my sins. 
 
This New Covenant was to be a radical change. The word “new” means not only new in time 
but more importantly new in quality.   
 

That is, the use of the word "new" implies that the one which it was to supersede was "old." New and old 
stand in contradistinction from each other. Thus we speak of a new and old house, a new and old 
garment, etc. The object of the apostle is to show that, by the very fact of the arrangement for a new 
dispensation differing so much from the old, it was implied of necessity that that was to be superseded, 
and would vanish away. This was one of the leading points at which he arrived.12 

 
Two words are used for the old covenant. — aging — aging to decay; and — wiping out a city, 
obliterating an inscription or abolishing a law. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Friend, are you free? 
 
On TV there is a series entitled “Hoarders.”  It shows the worst type of mental health as it 
relates to those who are incapable of letting anything go and as a consequence live in abject 
filth.  Anyone watching the show asks the question, “What are these people thinking that I’m 
missing?”  They have food that has long since expired and eat food tainted by their own feces.  
We mark these individuals as having something significantly wrong in their thinking.  Yet this 
same type of thinking is present when we abandon Jesus Christ and go back to a system that is 
obsolete, growing old and ready to disappear. 
 
At the end of each episode there is a follow up script speaking of the ongoing help the needy 
receive.  Friend, I am not only trying to get you past the past, but I am attempting to enable 
you to live free.  You living free is no less difficult than the person who hoards to stop 
hoarding.  For the hoarder there is always the itch to go back to what they knew even if it is 
destructive and harmful. 
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You and I are living in a New Covenant with God, where He keeps His word, and you and I 
simply enjoy Him. 
 

And so my question to you, my friend, is simply this: “Have you entered into the promised blessings of 
the New Covenant – the forgiveness of your sins, the blessing of a new heart, and the joy of drawing near 
to God in Christ?” If you have not, why not do so today, by simply acknowledging your need of salvation 
and by trusting in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on behalf of lost sinners, making a way of salvation 
possible?13 

 
The idea of Jesus Christ as our great high priest is not abstract or uneventful.  It is the means, 
and only means, of finding any sense of peace and rest in this tumultuous world.  Friend, the 
future is now.  Embrace Jesus and enjoy Him forever. 
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